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SPSS: Binning (visual) 
This document will show how to bin a scale variable using the visual binning. The example file used is Holiday Fair.sav, available at the companion website: 
http://PeterStatistics.com.  

A video showing the steps described can be found at: https://youtu.be/NNlp3enEFlk  

  

http://peterstatistics.com/
https://youtu.be/NNlp3enEFlk
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SPSS: Binning (visual) 

1. Click in the menubar on  
 

2. Click on  

 
 

3. Click on the scale variable(s) you want to bin 
 

4. Click on  
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5. Click on  

 
6. Click on  

 
7. Enter a name for the binned variable (cannot 

start with a number, and cannot contain spaces) 
 

8. Check if you want the bins to be included or 
excluded 
 

9. Note the minimum and maximum value of the 
scale variable 
 

10. Click on  
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11. Three main options are available to create the 
bins. Either by the width interval, based on 
percentiles, or based on standard deviations. 
In the example I’ve chosen to use the Equal width 
intervals. 
 

12. Enter the value at which the first cutpoint should 
be placed 
 

13. Enter either the number of cutpoints or the 
width (as soon as you enter one, the other will be 
filled out). 
 

14. Click on  
  

15. Click on  
 

16. Click on  

  
17. Click on  

 
The binned variable will be added at the end of your variables list. You can now for example generate a frequency table of the binned variable.  
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